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"Along, cubicles have been built on the
Linner side of the stoas, some of them
arranged for storing books: they are
open for those who are busy studying the
sciences and they elevate the wholée city

to a state where it masters knowledge",

- fApthonius on the museion of antigue

Alexandria.

INTRODUCT

=4
=

The programme emphasizes that the new library must revive
and reinterpret the spirit of the old Alexandrinian liprary.
In doing so, it will revive the status of Alexandris as a
cultural centre of three continents: Asia, Africa and turo-
pe. The key word for the new library will therefore be

integration: the integration of both contexts in a specific

framework. Situated in the present, the new library must be

a bridge in time and space, but the past - the spirit of the
antigue library - should not be represented by means of an
uncritical and formalistie eclecticism, The new cultural cen-
tre shall appear as a vision of the library of the future,
inspired by the spirit of the library of the past. Wot like

a time warp, but like a track in time combining the old li-
brary with the new through a metaphorical, rather than a

historical, analogy, as is the idea of the palimpsest.

We have tried to illustrate the original atmosphere of the mu=-
seion in BAlexandria, of which the old library was an inte-
grated part, by the introductory gquotation, as it describes
the spirit of the place, as well as the impact it had upon the
city.

In the stoas people would have been gathered: thinkers, phi-
losophers, matematicians and students, In small groups, they

would walk through the museion, discussing the topics of the

day, beneath the same sun and along the same sea front as uwe
might alike.

Through this movement, the discussion took shape: arguments,
halts, discourse, progress, strolling, listening. The move-

ment was not jJjust a physical act, it played an essential part

in the progress of the discussion and became, in itself,

signifier of the journey towards deeper insight. This is

we term the traversing aspect of the movement.

Thus, to revive this spirit of the Alexandrinian library of
antiquity, the new one will have to be more than merely a li=
brary. To become a cultural institution on par with its pre-
decessor it must go beyond common notions of what a library
iss The antigue library was a cultural institution in the wi-
dest sense of the words - an institution where the human spi-
rit could elevate itself to transcend the boundaries of

tural differences and where yet unconcepted ideas awaited the
touch of inspiration in order teo materialize. To become a
similar service to the international community of tomorrouw,
the new library will have to be a similar metaphysical frame
for the ogevelopment of novel ideas - for the traversing as-

pect of the movement.

At the same time, this frame must be a functional and exci-
ting milieu for the users and the personnel of the library.
All the services associated with & modern culiural centre
must be accessible through a comprehendable and effective so-
lution to the organization of the many functions of such zn

institution.



"The iron band that Cairo puts around one’s
head (the consciousness of being surrounded
by burning desert?) dissolved, relaxed — gave
place to the expectation of an open sea, an

Dpﬂﬂ Toadeess "

= Lawrence Uurrell on experiencing

Alexandria.

THE SITE AND THE ENVIROMNMENT

The site is fit for supporting this unique conception. Situ=
ated right by the Fediterranean, where the city ogives way to
the sea, it is a place with rich historical and symbolic con-
notations, A suitable place indeed for revivipg the Biblig-

theca Alexandrina.

However, it must be kept in mind that the Alexandria of today
is a modern urban environment. Those who seek the ancient
Egypt will look to Alexandriz in vain. The reconstruction
which took place in the end of the last century has, together
with this century’s concern with tourism and recreative in-
stallations, rendered the city fragmentarized.

Modern Alexandria is characterized by its monumental posi-
tion - it is the city by the sea. Ships arrive from all of
the Mediterraneazn region, the city is already an internatio-
nal centre of communication and commerce. Thus, there is &
saliept affinity between the city and the sea. The fragmen-
tarized infra-structure is literally kept together by the
coast line and the lake, maryut., The locstion of the site
grants us the chance of taking advantage of this affinity
in combining snd connecting the seascape to the urban im=-
pact.

The coast line marks out the chief direction of the city

and, through combing the university area with the peninsula,

I~

the total architectural composition of the new library will Dbe

~aherent zxis supporting this direction.

THE IDEA

As mentioned, the movement through the museion became a sym-

bol of the elevation of the human consciousness in its guest
for deeper insight, Our main aim is to revive this traversing
aspect in creating a framework for the special attentiveness
of the human mind in this movement. This idea demands an in-

spiring frame, which, like the museion of antigquity can be a

multi Taceted catalyst for dialogue and discussion.

When it is implemented into an already existing structure

the integration of the local/international contexts will be the

specific physical frame for the movement.



Within such a framework, the movement conveys the excavation
of creative layers of the human consciousnpess - the layers
which constitute the human potential for traversing boundaries.
When excavated, these layers enable the individual to expand
his/her own consciousness and subsequently to recoanize him-/

herself in the common consciousness.

In-the inevitable progression of time, the movement within
the framework will maintain the excavation - the mirroring of
the human consciousness. This process is not a static forma-
tion, but a course of symbiotic interaction. A dynamic course
which, through the immediate present, provides a scripture for
tomorrou. It is a palimpsest on which the script of tomorrow
is continuously written.

Through the intearation and the excavation the spirit of the
antique library is revived and reinterpreted as an analogous
deduction. The new library will be a natural element in the
city’s appearance as well as a hallmark of its further deve-
lopment. Simultaneously, the appearance of the library will
signify its position within the already existing netuork of
international centres of information and communication., It

will become z hallmark eof this network also!

THE LOCAL INTEGRATION

The first part of the integration is the local one, in which
our specific aim is to ensure the compatibility with the urban
environment and the buildings along the Corniche, especially
the Conference Centre, And, furthermore, to solve the acce-
sibility problem and the problem of future extension as func-
tionally as possible.

The local integration is brought about by means of three
co-ordinated elements, which, along with the elements of the
international integration and the excavation, enable the frame-

work to materialize,.

a) The Bastion

To support the whole composition we operate with a foundation

like a bastion, or citadel, which will provide a scenic ele-

ment in the city. A paraphrase of an island, it will empha-

size the identity of the university arez and the hzightened 3
level will allude to the fact that the new library will have

a similar impact on Alexandria as the antique library had.
Metaphysically, the Bastion will be the palimpsest of the com-
position: the parchment from under which the spirit of the old

library shines through.

The Bastion will demarcate the site against the Corniche and
the Port Said Street and through its design it will integrate
the Conference Centre and the surrounding buildings. Today, the
vast velume of the Conference Centre dominates the area. But,
in this volume’s interaction with the sides of the Bastion,
it will be an important part of the visual impact of the main
entrance, which will be a significant element in Port Said
Street.

Access to the plateau of the Bastion is established by means
of three main apprnéches: a pathway which connects the old
University with the peninsula, an amphitheatrical stairway at
the southern side, which constitutes a rhythmic passage ap-
proaching the main building, and a secondary stairway from the

Cocniche,



Within such a framework, the movement conveys the excavation

of creative layers of the human consciousness - the layers
which constitute the human potential for traversing boundaries,
When excavated, these layers enable the individual to expand
his/her own consciocusness and subsequently to recognize him=/
herself in the common consciousness,

In the inevitable progression of time, the' movement within
the framework will maintain the excavation - the mirroring of
the human consciousness, This process is not a static forma-
tion, but a course of symbiotic interaction, A dynamic course
which, through the immediate present, provides a scripture for
tomorrow. It is a palimpsest on which the script of tomorrouw
is continuously written.

Through the integration and the excavation the spirit of the
antigue library is revived and reinterpreted as an analogous
deduction. The new library will be a natural element in the
city’s appearance as well as a hallmark of its further deve-
lopment. Simultaneously, the appearance of the library will
signify its position within the already existing network of
international centres of information and communication. It
will become a hallmark of this network also!

THE LOCAL INTEGRATION

The first part of the integratien is the local one, in which
our specific aim is to ensure the compatibility with the urban
environment and the buildings zlong the Corniche, especially
the Conference Centre. And, furthermore, to solve the acce-
sibility problem and the problem of future extension as func-
tionally as possible.

The local integration is brought about by means of three
co-ordinated elements, which, along with the elements of the
international integration and the excavation, enable the frame-

worl to materizlize,

a) The Bastion

Ta support the whole composition we operate with a foundation
like a bastion, or citadel, which will provide a2 scenic ele-
ment in the city, A paraphrase of an islangd, it will empha-
size the identity of the university area and the heightened
level will allude to the fact that the new library will have

a similar impact on Alexandria as the antigue library had.
Metaphysically, the Bastion will be the palimpsest of the com=
position: the parchment from under which the spircit of the old

library shines throuagh.

The Bastion will demarcate the site against the Corniche and
the Port S5aid Street and through its design it will integrate
the Conference Centre and the surrounding buildings. Today, the
vast volume of the Conference Centre dominates the area. But,
in this volume’s interaction with the sides of the Bastion,
it will be an important part of the visual impact of the main
entrance, which will be & significant element in Port Said
Street.

Access to the plateau of the Bastion is established by means
of three main approaches: a pathway which connects the old
University with the peninsula, an amphitheatricsl stairway at
the southern side, which constitutes a thythmic passage ap=-
proaching the main building, and a secondary stairway Trom the
Corniche,



b) The Pathuway

We find that it is of great importance to accomplish 2 connec-
tion between the ses front, the peninsula and the university
area in our total architectural composition. This conpection
will integrate the library with the &xisting University and
the peninsula - the latter integration essential for obtaining
the desired possibilities for recreation and further exten-
sion.

The Pathway is also vital for a functional solution of the

accessibility problem. From the entrance area of the old Uni-
versity it runs in ten meters, street level, over Port Said
Street to the plateau of the Bastion - the direction changing
so that a new course towards the horizon of the Mediterranean
is marked out - where it turns inte a balcony in the Central
Hall, from which the various functions of the library are ac-
cessible, The Pathway then centinues through the architectural
composition towards the peninsula and the sea and it should be
extended in this direction, as the peninsula is incorporated
in the urban environment.

principally, the Pathway will be a cultural cross-axis in
the composition of the library, and in all of the environment.

¢) The City and the Ship

The last element in the local integration evolves from the
affinity between the city and the sea. Qur aim is to combine
the density of the city with the transience of the ship in the

configuration of the library.
o |

In antigquity, the arrival of a ship was a major event: it
provided tidings from the wide world and a cargo of novel
possibilities and ideas. The modern affinity is as dynamic:
new ships freguently arrive, new buildinga are erected; ithe
sea front is constantly changing. We want to draw upon the
library’s position in the midst of this affinity in 2 way
that can highlight its wversatility as a cultural institu-
tion = as a modern conveyer of novel possibilities and ideas!

—

The City is represented by the blocks containing the dif-
ferent units of the library. These blocks simultansously sig-
nify the censity and clearly defined voids of the city: walls,
streets and open spaces, In its cogency, the City arranges
the various units in a functional system.

The ship is represented by the experience of moving across
the deck, overlooking the sea - facipg the vastness of space
while remaining in accordance with gravity.

From the Central Hall You will move towards tne view of the
sea, and this view is maintained throughout the reading rooms
in a way that combines the four Books and Periodicals Collec-
tions. The configuration of the library pafeteria and the lounge
in the ISIS school will echo this visusl association, which
sublimates outlook and insight in a way that distinguishes
the whole composition. Thus, the dynamic affinity betueen
filexandria and the Mediterranean will find its apotheosise

in this element of the local integration.




THE INTERNATIONAL INTEGRATION

The library is to be a participant in an international net-
work of centres of information and communication. To illu-
strate its status in the world of the media the library will
be characterized by three co-ordinated elements which consti-
tute the international integration.

a) The Hall of Knowledge

The Central Hall represents the functional synthesis of the
library’s many units. Not only the units, but also the
various aspects of cultural activity they convey, intersect
in the Hall and make it an iconographic centre of interna-
tional knowledge and information.

To signify this, the walls of the Hall are made to face
the four gquarters of the globe, Through this transfiguration,
it materializes as a hypostile hall which, both physically
and abstractly, acts as centre and intermediary.

From the Hall, containing the Ptolemy Space, there is access
to the many functions and activities of the library. The Cal-
limachus Hall will be a part of the Central Hall and this spa=
tial coherence of the building bresks away from the usual
static organization of libraries.

b) The Wells

The Mediterranean is the surface between three continents:
Asia, Africa and Europe,., With its coves, bays and islands,
and its access to the Oceans, it has been an agent of commu-

nication and commerce since antiguity. In this, it becomes a
symbol of combining and dividing at the same time. Placed on
a narrow strip of land betusen the sea and the lake, [laryut,
Alexandria is situated in the midst of this duality. To sig-
nify this, we have imprinted abstract signs of the Mediter-
ranean surface into the composition, the wells, lWle operate
with a central Well and a number of smaller decentral ones,
which represent the many cultures which have inhabitated the
mediterranean region. They are configurated in accordance
with the directions marked out by the Central Hall. The walls
of the Wells are covered with twiners, which symbolize the
exuberance of Mediterrzanean cultures throughout the ages,

At a single spot a narrow staircase will make it possible

to reach the surface of the water.

c) The Media Tower

The final element in the international integration is the
media Tower, which is marked out through the same directions .

as the Central Hall and the Wells, It appears as a paraphrase
of Pharo’s Lighthouse in antique Alexandria and it will be as
powerful a token of the city, By means of sattelites it will
be a salient agent in connecting the library with the rest
of the world and in its physical form it will become a sym=
bol of Alexandria’s international position, immediately ap-
preciable to 211 of the city.

Furthermore, its outlook will grant wvisitors a view of the
fifth facade: the way in which the total architectural com-
position expresses the affinity betuween the city and the sea.

In this composition, the international integration is kept
central in order to effect a gradual transition: from the
surroundings, through the local integration, the internatio-
nal integration evolves as a thorough and fully elaborated
manifestation in accordance with the four guarters of the
globe.



THE EXCAVATION

The local/international integratien is the means by which we
obtain a contemporary museion: a framework for the traversing
aspect of the movement, which, in its metaphysical progres-
sion, excavate the creative layers of the human conseiousness,
These excavated layers are represented by a system of Mipor
gxcavations, emerging in various spots of the composition on

the basis of a principle of perpetuity. They symbolize the
common ground of mankind: the expanded and expandable human
CONSClOUSNESS.

Whenever people, within their own framework, cultivate the
common human potential these layers are excavated, Therefore,
this element of the composition is not specific te Alexandria,
it signifies what is continuously occuring all around the
world, In our context, it occurs through the building of a
library, which, through the traversing aspect of the movement,
can further this process.

What is literally excavated in the Minor Excavations are
5lit mirrors, surfaces of polished black granite, which crack
to reveal a line of earth from which an espalier rises into
the air. In these mirrors the visitor will recognize his/her
own reflection and the common ground within him-/herself.

The polished surfaces will answer like the Tarot: what you
seek in the guest for insight is within your own self: the

source from which human conscipusness is expanding.

Plato imagined a realm of ideas. The idea behind this library

is that the realm of ideas is inside us gll and the specific
framework of the library is an expression of this idea. In
this, the Minor Excavations are merely crystallizations of the

major concept.

THE EXTERIDR AND THE INTERIOR

The affinity between the interior and the exterior appearance
of the library illustrates the idea of a framework for the
special attentiveness of the human mind in the traversing as-
pect of the movement and becomes an iconographic expression
of the aim of the library. Reverberating between the density
and transience of its respective elements - the Central Hall,
the Wells, the Media Tower, the Pathway and the shifting ver=
tical surfaces - the composition relates the story of a modern
cultural ceptre,

B



From the exterior, the library will be defined by the soli-
dity of the Bastion, which marks out the sea front and inte-
grates the vast volume of the Conference [entre. intersecting,
the Patway appears as a cultural cross—-axis, which connects
the whole area,

The blocks, containing the various units, are placed as
compact volumes on the plateau of the Bastion and, visually,
they are fixed within the light construction of the Ship. Like
a stem, the Central Hall cuts into this construction to mark
the centre of the composition, along with the Media Tower and
the wells,

Interiorly, the Central Hall is the conpective element of
the library. The main direction of the Hall is determined by
the view of the Mediterranean, Independant of this direction,

the hypostyles organize the space of the Hall, from which
there is access to the many functions of the library, inter-
secting the Hall like city walls which create an exciting
spatial tension. The various functions are co-ordinated in two
respective axes crossing the main direction of the Hall,

/ B "\L\‘\ 71
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e The main direction of the Central Hall
mmmmmms he First public-oriented cross-axis

wwessseiw The second cross-axis, which connects the collections

The fipst axis constitutes an open spatial continuum to-
wards, and through, the public-oriented activities, while
the other leads to the specific library functions. Spati-
ally, this second axis is a main avenue between the four
blocks. From the low ceiling of the avenue, the movement
leads into the triple heigth - from floor to ceiling - of
the blocks, where stairs and intersecting floors create an
gxciting visual experience. Through the respective blaocks,
gacth containing & Light Well above an Excavation, the mo-
vement then approaches the wview from the deck of the ship,
the vwisual association. This spatial continuum is repsated
throughout each floor and it constitutes the affinity be=
tween outlook and insight.

THE VIEW AND THE LIGHT

We have decided to utilize the northwestern view of the Medi-

terranean, determined by the position of the site, in a way

.~ The vast view of the Mediterranean
e The near view of the Minor Excavations

—r The internal view of the various parts of the buildings




that will meet the demand for indirect light. We integrate the
following views in the composition:

a) the vast view of the Mediterranean

b) the near view of the Minor Excavations

¢) the internal view of the various parts of the buildings.
and we operate with the following ways of natural lighting:

a) the long northuesternward windows in the reading rooms

b) the Light Wells above the Minor Excavations

c) small sguare windows

The small sguare windows in the blocks .are configurated si-
milarly to them and provide glimpses of the surroundings.

The Central Hall is lighted through the wvast view of the
mediterranean and through small roof light windows above the
hypostyles, which will thus be endower with crowns of discreet
light.

Qur aim is to maintain the outlook, while avoiding direct
sunlight. Therefore, we utilize the vast northern light for
lighting the reading rooms, where the intruding daylight can
be regulated by means of sun shields. In the collections the
Light Wells will provide the lighting, which will be regula-
ted through: modified. Mashrabiyas with glass inserted on the
inside. This soft light will neutralize the back light from
the long windows and ensure an agreeable lighting transition
from the collections to the reading rooms = the insight

and the ocutlook.

FUNCTIONING OF THE LIBRARY

The whole library is constructed from 6/6 meters planning
modules. Through these modules, the construction offers a

high degree of flexibility in the spatial planning of furnishe
ed areas, reading tooms, offices and bookstacks. Furthermore,
the modules provide unlimited possibilities of refurnishing

and restructuring the various collections. As opposed to this,
the Central Hall is constructed from a 9/9 meters planning
module, in order to emphasize that it is the central connective
element of the library.

i
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The second cross-axis, which connects the collections
The collections
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Tn the use of the fundamental module, we operate with ver-
tical/horizontal zonedivisions. This will ensure that the
structure of the library will be easily comprehended by the
users, whereas the personnel will have a flexible and effec-
tive framework for their activities. The users will experience
the library as a both inspiring and competent milieu for stu-
dies and scientific work. The personnel will be able to com-
nunicate fast and effectively with the internal units of the
library, the Administrative Services and the Technical Servi-
ces. Furthermore, they will be able to systematize the va=
rious subjects in effective arrangements and, in their advi-
sory functions they will be centrally placed in the collec-

tions.

a) The Horizeontal Zone

In this, at entrance lesvel, the Central Hall acts as both
centre and intermediary, The Information will have a central



position in the Central Hall, The first cross—axis contains
the public-oriented facilities: the History of S5Science [fuseum,
the Multi Purpose Roem and, in Block 8, the exhibition rooms
of 2g the Calligraphy Museum as well as the bookshop. From the
Central Hall there is also access to the Administrative Ser-
vices, the Conference Centre Ancillary Services, the restau-
rant and the Pathway, and there is a descent to cloakroams

and toilets. To enter the next cross—axis one will have tp pass
the security check-point. This axis, the Callimachus Hall,
which spans all the collections and becomes a central connec-
tive passage. A part of this axis, the Reference Section,ip=
tersects the volumes of all the blocks, Its shelves are arran-—
ged diagonally to those of the collections in order to accen-
tuate its special status,.

To the one side, the Callimachus Hall connects Block C
(Section Four: Languages and literature) with Block D (Sec-
tion Two: Geegraphy, Archeology and History) and, to the
other side, it connects Block E (Section Three: History of
Arts, Architecture etc) with Block F (Section Five: Science
and Technology). Vertical communication lines between the
various collections and information desks are established
along this axis. The Books and Periodicals Collections add
up toc a buffer—-zone between the Callimachus Hall and the rooms
for reading and studying. These rooms are arranged along the
visual association of the Ship and, together with the Calli-
machus Hall they combine the various collections.

b) The Yyertical Zone

In this zone, below entrance level, the Bastion contains two
basement levels, where the technical facilities are assembled.
There are storerooms at both levels and they contain communi=
cation lines just below the Callimachus Hall. The lower level
has passages for attending and maintaining the technical instal-
lations and mechanical services. The upper level contains the
various facilities required for the classification, maintaining
and resto xation of books, periodicals and asudiovisual produc-
tion. From here, through internal communication lines, there is
direct access to the collections and the Administrative Servi-

CES.

[ ] Vertical communication lines fTor publicruse

L Vertical communication lines for staft only

Next, is the entrance level, of which we have formerly out-
lined the spatial continua of the horizontal zane,

Then follows the first and the second floor which, together
with the floor of the entrance level, contain the four Books
and Periodicals Collections, respectively assembled in the four
blocks. In Block A the Conference Centre Ancillary Services
are ‘integrated and a special passage connects them to the
Centre. Block B houses the Young Peoples Library and the Cen-
tral Administraticn - the management structures - which has
a special entrance for VIP§ and employees, From the first floor
to the second floor there will evolve a more gquiet and study-
ariented atmosphere. The visual association of the Ship and
the public zone will merge to integrate reading rooms, indi-
vidual cubicles and smoking rooms in a functional whole.

The third floor will cover the whole surfzce enclosed by the
blocks and thus it will separate the Special Collections from
the more public-oriented areas, and give these collections an
identity and atmosphere of their own. The same gradusl con-
centration of the atmosphere described in the lower floors
attach to the third and the fourth floor alsc. Block C will
contain the Audiovisual and Electronic Media Section, Block D



the Maps Section, Block E the Manuscripts and Rare Books Sec=-
tion and 8lock F the fMusic Section.

The Special Collections respectively demand quietude, sound-
proofed installations and certain security measures and, through
connections with the internal communication system, they are
placed in accordance with a vertical graduation of these func-
tional demands.

The Cafeteria of the library and the lounge and library af
the ISIS school will be the last elements hovering above the
base of the composition.

The: vertical/horizontal zones constitute a functional diagTam,
the centre of which is the entrance level. This will ensure

that all the functions and activities of the library are con=
nected in supporting one level, which will be the main element

in the experience. Here, the movement, horizontally, goes

from the public-oriented area, over the Callimachus Hall,; to-
wards the Books and Periedicals Collections to the quiet zone,
and, vertically, from the technical departments, to the pub-
lic area and then, through guiet areas, to the Special Col-
lections. Hereby, the communication lines the programme deman-
ded are established., Together, the zones combine in an inspi-~
ring and, to both users snd personnel, a functionally effec—
tive library.

THE I51S SCHOOL

The volume of the ISIS school is an integrated part of the
total composition and it becomes an element in profiling the
main entrance. The school is decentrally placed on the pla-
teau in order to accentuate that it is a separate institution
of education, which is not accessible to the general public.
The school is constructed after the 6/6 meters planning mo-
dule and the two lower floors house the administration and
facilities for the teachers. The three next floors sre reser-—
ved for educational purposes, whereas the sixth floor contains
the pupil’s rooms, the library and the lounge, which repre-
sent the echo of the Ship. The lounge is positioned as a2 sculp=

tural element upon the roof.

CONFERENCE CENTRE ANCILLARY SERVICES

The Ancillary Services will be accessible through a footbridge
from the Administrative Unit, the Ptolemy Space or a footbridge
from the Conference Centre, In this, it becomes a connective
element between the library and the Conference Centre, servi-
ceable to both. As it is situated right by the Cafeteria, it

becomes a self-sufficing unit where various arrangements can
pass off smoothly.

ACCESSTBILITY

The yard in front of the main stairway will function for the
fetching and depositing of visitors from cars and busscs. The
yard will hold ten busses and twenty cars to be parked for
shorter intervals. AL the right side of Lhe Bastion it will Lo
be possible to drive in and park at an underground parking
space, which will hold 2oo cars. Delivery vans can unload in
two places: 1) oppesit the Conference Centre in the base of
Block A, where it will be possible, eg through an elevator,
ta carry exhibitions to the Central Hall, set pieces and wings
to the Multi Purpose Room and provisions Le the rafeteria kitchen,
and 2) in the underground parking space, where an area is re-
served for the deliverance and check=in of technical provi-
sions and apparatus.

pedestrians arrive via the pathway or one of the stalrways.
At the foaot of the stairway leading from the Conference Cen-
tre to the main entrance there are two elevators for handicap-
ped people. Two similar elevators are placed in the under-
ground parking space. They first stop at cntrance level and
then at the level of the Pathway. At all the connective points
of the pathway there will be stairuways and eluvakbors.



SECURITY

The only entrance and exit for users will be in the Central
Hzall which makes it a principal point for the surveillance
of visitors. Everybeody passing this point can be checked
and it will furthermore differentiate the use of the Central
Hall - it will be possible for the various activities to ope-
rate at different hours without problems security-uwise. There
will also be a check—point by the entrance of the Young Peo-
ples library in Block B.
In the respective blocks the collections are watched over
from the bars, around which the photo-copying and toilets
are centred. Those of the Special Collections which demand
check=-points are placed by the stair at the third floor.
Regarding employees, there is a main check=-point at the
basement level in connection with the undergrouna parking
space. In this way entrance and exit can be checked where
there is access to the technical departments. As there is
access to the collections, there will be a minor check-point
in the Administrative Unit.

[:] possible extension of the main avenue

B The errengement of the blocks in this extension

EXTENDABILITY

Apart from the possibilities of extension provided by the use
of compact storage facilities, it will be possible to extend
the library with 4ooo sgquare meters by expanding the main
avenue in the eastern part of the Bastion, where it connects
to the IS5IS school. This extension will be a natural part of
the total composition when carried out by means of separate
blocks which will combine with the main avenue, )

The programme mentioned that the library, along with the uni-
versity, should be extended to incorporate more of the penin-
sula. The Pathway and the cultural cross-axis will here be
essential in supporting the cohesion of the sea front through
connecting the old areas with the new ones. The Pathway is the
string on which new pearls can be added.

The peninsula is a natural recreative element in the city,
In elaborating on the directions marked out by the University,
we have stressed its connection with this area. Volumes, which
through diagﬂnéls enclose the peninsula, cut visually into the
harbour area or the sea.

MECHANICAL SERVICES

ALl the wvertical mechanicel services will be led into the res-
pective blocks through the vertical service cores. The horizon-
tal ones will be led between the covering and the sunken cei-
lings, in order that maximum flexibility for ventilation,
lighting and the placing of data units is obtained.

To control humidity, sir conditioning will be carried out
by Rooftop Air Handling Units, supplied to the blocks through
the verticsl service cores and horizontally through the sun-
ken ceilings. The managing of this service will be computeri-
zed so that ss2asonal changes in humidity can be controlled
according to the different needs of the Specizl Collections
and the Books and Periodicals Collections respectively,
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CONSTRUCTIDN

The library is constructed from interchanging pre-fab con-
crete psnels and columns, arranged in Efﬁ meters modules,
This will provide maximum flexibility in the construction

of balconies and double and triple heigth rooms. The hi-

tech construction in the reading rooms will be made of stain=-
less steel, arranged in double celumns, which will keep tne
window panes and sun shields fixed. This canstruction will
also be used in the cafeteria and in the lounge of the 1515
schoaol.

The Central Hall is constructed from concrete columns, ar-
ranged in a 9/9 meters module. The Bastion and the Pathuway
are made of reinforced ceoncrete, cast in situ.

The roof of the blocks will be covered with ventilated in-
sulater., To slope the roof towards the light wells we cut
the insulator into wedges, The roofs above the reading rooms
will be made of metal upen an arched support. This also re-
gards to the roofs zbove the Cafeteria and the lounge of the
15IS schaol. The roof of the central Hall is constructed from
crossed ribs, covered by insulator. Above each hypostyle there

will be a roof light window.

MATERIALITY

The Bastion will be covered with local dark grey stone, eg
granite, arranged in ashlar bond. The blocks are covered by
pale grey granite of a light shade. The steel constructions,
mentioned above, will be bright, whereass the sun shields are
made of dim heat tr éated steel

The sun shields of the Light Wells and the sguare windous,
the Mashrabiyas, are made of untreated teak and will sappear
as skilled local workmanship.

Finally, the volume of the Central Hall will be covered
with Tiveted plates of stove-enamelled steel, which will give

it the material appearance of a hull.

Interiorly, white will be the dominating colour,; 1n order

to make the experience of the space betueen the books in

the shelves and of the vast northern light as effectful as
possible. In the Central Hazll and the blocks we pperate with
rosepink marble of a very light shade far floor covering.

To abstractly emphasize the Ship in the lounge of the ISIS
school and in the ceading rooms and the Cafeteria of the li-
brary, we cover the floors with Burma teak.

In contrast to both the exterior and the interior materia-
lity, the Minor Excavations will appear in black polished

granite, which crack to shoot thin espaliers entwined by

twiners, or to reveal small Tountains,
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& - CULTURAL ACTIVITIES ORPARTHERT

useful [loar preject

Cobe uren nres
KO B h
Al 24 29
L4 24 20
AD (" AS,ALD.BA} 400 TEO
LI A @23
A% L 120
LR AL A0
AT 140 144
] 120 ing
KW 200 Frrd
] 500 528
ALl 150 150
A L2 loo R
totals 2.718 M Bag

B = BOOKS AND PERIODICALS COLLECTIORS

DEFARTHENT
useful floor project
Codea: wren g2 aren Be
Bl &4 3d
oz 24 30
B3 SO0 Aa8q
L (] &l
LIS 100 iz0
[ e ] 1. 060
[ . 200 2.000
[ £.200 3.000
H 2. 200 2000
N ig 2.200 2,900
[ ¥ el o
o1z oo ag
B 13 fuls] acy
B Ia 17.500 1r.ad
total: 28,438 a3, B0

0 - RPECTAL COLLECTION CEIARMENT

useful floor project
ares = <

Cosde & aren &
cl 24 24
c 2 24 4
o3 1500 2.100
C4 1 00 1.400
ES kL. 1.000
co v ] 1.250
totalc Ao 200 5.708

0 — ADMINISETRATIVE SERVICES NEPAHTHENT

meful rloar prajset

Coetla aitnim Area
Bl 50 L]
02 20 Fi
{1 | a8 0
oA D 30 .
] 24 o4
0o 120 120
[ ] L] L]
[ ] =4 2d
[ ] il &0
o TE il
[N LT il
o1z 104 LD
B 13 A0
o 14 an 50
tokal: 8OO oy

E = TECHNICAL SERVICEN BEFARTHENT

unpiul floors project

Code area niwa
L] B 24
E2 | 24
K3 200 1]
E 4 1400 1.400
ES 200 Bova]
Ef lco 100
totnl: 1.048 1.99%8

F = OPERATIONAL SUPPOHT GERYVICES

DEFARTHENT
upnful floor project
Coda: ares Broa
Fil a4 w0
Fz 24 20
Fa Al &0
F 4 200 1an
FE i hd x40
F& 180 17
rFr 200 £00
Fa D 50
Fa ] 50
¥ 400 a0
F 1l T m
Fi12 206 2040
F i3 L] ]
F 14 jiuis] 110
F 15 a6 5
Fif ol aa
F iz kL] 540
F 18 T2 El
F 20 §.000 B0
tatal: B.032 B.07%

G = INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF TRFOAMATION

ETUNTER
uneful floor project

Colls: area ares a9
gl 00 200
g2z 240 240
c3 an ]
g4 00 Ao
(.1 120 P
na 180 1
67 120 110
Ga 200 200
LB ] 200 @00
a8 1o O an
i 11 an a5
a 2% ]
013 90 4]
4 14 L Lo
o1s &b i)
G 16 34 al
[ by 105 110
a 1A 24

g9 a0

a0 &0 20
g 120 1o
Eatal: 2400 #.350

il — CORFEHEKCE CENTHE ANCILLARY SERVICER

TCanda usaful floor project
area me aren ne
WL S0 100
HE 1% an
Ha Ao 2]
na 26 26
HE oo a0
H & 30 b
HY E b ]
e ] an
nwa 5] 70
it &5 T
H i1 TAD 204
o asn am
a3 a0 A1R
tatal L. 800 1.8a7
umaful ﬂ.gur project
mrdm m aremn
A = QULTURAL ACTIVITIES DETARTMERT: 2.700 F.340
B = BOOKS AMD PERTODICALE COLLECTIONS: 28,4308 31,6800
£ - BPETTAL COLLECTION LEPARMENT: 4, 30] 5,708
0 = ADMINTSTRATIVE BERVICES DEPARTHENT: Bod T3
¥ = TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT: 1.2448 L.ag8
F - OFERATIONAL BUPPORT SERVICES: ¥k B.OE
G = THTERMATIONAL SCHODL OF THPOMMATION: 2400 2350
H — CONFERENCE CENTRE ARCILLARY SERVICES: 1,800 1.527
TOTAL: i1, A00 55,500

The total eguara aros includes circulation opace in the collactions.
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